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fortunate thing for his Government that he was mis-
taken. There can be little doubt that Sumter would
have been seized as soon as the commissioners had
learned that the forts would not be surrendered. It
would also have been perfectly possible to have fore-
stalled Anderson in occupying Sumter. Anderson's
course, therefore, secured the control of the General
Government over this conspicuous military post until
Mr. Lincoln's administration came into power; and
then the new Confederacy took the great responsi-
bility of making that attack upon it which so aroused
the North.

4. If Major Anderson's letter, quoted in the note
to page 53, is to be taken literally, it certainly lays
him open to severe censure. It is no part of the duty
of a military man to have a policy, unless, of course,
he is placed by his superiors in a position where he
is expected to exercise the functions of government.
Such was not the position of Major Anderson. He
was simply holding an important military post. Of
the effect on the country of an attack on that post,
or of an attempt to furnish it with reinforcements or
supplies, it was clearly for the Government to judge,
and not for him. He was ordered to notify the Gov-
ernment whenever in his judgment additional supplies
or reinforcements were " necessary for n his " safety
or for a successful defence of" the "fort."1 His
language in the letter above referred to would bear
the construction that he deliberately disobeyed this
order ; that he refrained from asking for supplies and
reinforcements, not because he did not think them

1 Holt to Anderson,   I  W. R., 140.